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Hanukkah is a time of family and light. This book will give 

you a day-by-day guide to celebrate Hanukkah with your 

family. Each day there is a devotional and some family 

activities. Enjoy and Shalom!  

 

Page Contents 

1 Introduction 

2 Story of Hanukkah 

3 Traditions 

4 
How to Light the  

Menorah 

5 Day 1 

6 Day 2 

7 Day 3 

8 Day 4 

9 Day 5 

10 Day 6 

11 Day 7 

12 Day 8 



2 

 

The Story of Hanukkah 

Hanukkah is a joyous eight-day festival commemorating the victory of the Maccabees 

and a special miracle God did for His people.  

Over 2,000 years ago, the Greco-Syrian empire was in charge of Judea, the land of 

ancient Israel. One Greco-Syrian king named Antiochus told the Jews that they could 

not pray to their God, could not celebrate Jewish holidays, and could not study the 

Torah. Citizens were forced to speak Greek and worship Greek gods.  

But many Jews did not accept this. A faithful Jewish priest named Mattathias took a 

stand against the new rules. He and his five sons, led by Judah “the Hammer” 

Maccabee, organized a group of resistance fighters who came to be known as the 

Maccabees. Even though the small group was fighting a powerful enemy, after three 

years the Maccabees finally succeeded in pushing the Syrians out of Judea.  

Once Jerusalem was liberated, the Jews entered the Holy Temple and discovered that 

it had been desecrated with statues of Greek gods and other unclean things. So they 

cleaned and polished everything, destroying Greek symbols and statues and 

rebuilding the holy objects that had been stolen or destroyed. When Judah and his 

group finished cleaning the temple, it was time to rededicate it for the worship of the 

one true God. They discovered that there was only one vat of pure oil —just enough for 

one day—to rekindle the flame that was supposed to burn day and night in the 

temple. So on the 25th day of the month of Kislev, they took the single vat of purified oil 

and lit the lamp and then began immediately to purify more oil, a process which      

took a week.  

But there was a miracle! That one vat of oil lasted not for one day, but for eight days. 

By that time, the new, purified oil was ready. This miracle was God’s symbol to His 

people that HE was with them and protecting them. That’s why we celebrate 

Hanukkah, the festival of lights, for eight days.  
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Chanukah / Hanukkah [pronounced Chah-noo-kah] is the eight-day holiday that begins on the 25th of the 

Hebrew month of Kislev, commemorating the miracle of the oil lasting eight days. The word itself means 

“dedication.” It usually begins in December, but can start as early as                  

late November.  

 

Dreidel [pronounced Dray-duhl] is a top with four sides. On each side, there is a 

Hebrew letter – gimel (standing for “gadol” or great); nun (standing for “nes” or 

miracle); hey (standing for “haya” or happened); shin (standing for “sham” or 

there). The whole phrase is “A great miracle happened there!” ~FUN FACT: 

Deidels in Israel have the letter pei (standing for “poh” or here) instead of shin. “A 

great miracle happened HERE!”  

 

Latkes [pronounced Lot-kuhs] are pancakes fried in oil. The 

most common type is the potato latke, fried in oil to remind us 

of the Hanukkah miracle of the rededication of the Temple, 

when a tiny bit of oil lasted for eight days. There are also carrot, 

zucchini, and sweet potato latkes.  

 

Gelt means money and also refers to the foil-covered choco-

late coins that are a traditional treat during Hanukkah.  

 

Menorah [pronounced Muh-no-ruh] is the candelabrum with 

either seven or nine branches. The nine-branched version is 

used to celebrate Hanukkah. The seven-branched candela-

brum was used in the Temple in the old city of Jerusalem and 

is the official emblem of the State of Israel. Most people, though, 

use the word menorah to refer to the Hanukkah candelabrum.  

 

Sufganiyot [pronounced Soof-gah-nee-yawt] are                   

jelly doughnuts.  

Traditions & Trivia 

The three key components of Hanukkah are light, oil, and mira-

cles. You can find these things in many of the modern day tradi-

tions! Latkes and jelly doughnuts remind us of oil, the menorah 

reminds us of light, the length of the festival—8 days—reminds us 

of God’s miraculous power and provision. 
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Lighting a Hanukkah Menorah 

Place the candles in the Hanukkah Menorah from right to left; only place the candles you will light that night. 

Remember to keep these candles special, don’t use them for anything other than a menorah during Hanuk-

kah. Light the candles after it is dark, and leave them lit for a half hour. Light them from left to right, but start 

with the shamash, or the helper candle, which can usually be found in the center place on the menorah (this 

might be different in some oddly shaped menorahs, but it will always be set apart from the rest). Light an ad-

ditional candle for each night of Hanukkah. Use the helper candle to light the others—this should be the only 

one you light with a match or lighter. For a visual, see the next page.  

Saying the Hanukkah Blessings  
On the first day of Hanukkah, all three blessings are said with the lighting of the first candle. On the other 

days, only the first two blessings are said while you light the first candle.  

Light the helper candle. Use it to kindle the rest of the Hanukkah lights. After the helper candle is lit, light that 

day’s first candle, working your way from left to right. As you do, read: 

The First Hannukah Blessing: Recite this on all eight nights just prior to lighting the candles: 

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha-olam, asher kid'shanu b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu l'hadlik neir (shel) cha-
nukah. 

Translation: Praised are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe, Who sanctified us with His commandments 

and commanded us to kindle the Hanukkah lights. 

The Second Hannukah Blessing: Then recite the second blessing all eight nights just prior to lighting the can-

dles: 

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha-olam, she-asah nisim la-avoteinu, bayamim haheim, (u)baz'man 
hazeh. 

Translation: Praised are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, Who performed wondrous deeds for our an-

cestors, in those days, at this season. 

The Third Hannukah Blessing: Recite the third blessing only on the first night just prior to lighting the candles: 

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha-olam, shehecheyanu, v'kiyemanu, vehigi-anu laz'man hazeh. 

Translation: Praised are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, Who has kept us in life, sustained us, and 

enabled us to reach this season. 

How We Celebrate Hanukkah 

 

1. Light the Menorah and say the blessings. 

2. Read the scriptures. 

3. Pray together. 

4. Answer the devotional questions. 

5. Pick an activity to do. 



 

 

Place the candles: Start with the helper candle (blue 

in this picture) Then add the others from right to left.  

- - - 6 1 5 4 3 2 

Here’s the fifth night as an example... 

Light the helper candle with a match or lighter.  

Say the appropriate blessings (see pervious page). 

Use the helper candle to light the leftmost candle and 

continue to the right. 

 

Return the helper candle to its place.  
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Day 1 
 Make Menorah treats: 

 Bake a batch of brownies. Give each family 

member a long, rectangular brownie. Invite 

the “Hanukkah chefs” to create their own 

unique edible menorah using various treats 

such as licorice pieces to serve as candles, 

butterscotch chips for flames, marshmallow 

filling to glue everything together, and any 

other candy or treat of your choice. 

 Try a healthier version using half of a celery 

stalk as a base, baby carrots as candles, 

raisins as flames, and peanut butter to glue 

everything together.  

 Substitute whatever foods you have at home! 

 Talk about how the oil lasted for eight days 

when there was only enough for one. What 

other miracles can you think of? What about 

in nature (for example, bees 

shouldn’t be able to fly, but 

they can).  

THE LORD IS OUR LIGHT 

Isaiah 60:19 

Psalms 27:1 

When a light comes on in the 

darkness, what happens to 

that darkness? 

Why do you think the Lord is 

called “my light”?  

Can you think of a time when 

the Lord was light to you or 

someone you know?  
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Day 2 
THE WORD IS OUR LIGHT 

Psalm 119:105 

Psalm 119:130 

Proverbs 6:23 

What are some of your family 

rules that come from           

the Word? 

What might happen if you 

were to walk in the dark along 

an unknown path?  

God’s Word is described as 

a light to our path. What do 

you think that means?  

How has the Bible been a 

light to you or someone     

you know?  

 Play a board game that your 

family hasn’t played  in a 

while. 

 Go to a family friendly arcade.  

 Download a charades app 

and play together. 

 Create your own scav-enger 

hunt, with clues  about the 

things in your home. 

 Invite others over for a   com-

petitive game night. 

 After playing, discuss how 

games would be different with 

no rules.  
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 Spend an evening with only string 

lights, candles, and/or firelight. 

 Make homemade candles. Beeswax 

honeycomb sheets can be rolled 

around a wick for an easy candle. Melted can-

dle wax can be colored with old crayons and 

poured into any shape container. 

 Visit the planetarium. (pacificplanetarium.com) 

 Discuss the difference even a little light can 

make in a dark room. 

WE SHOULD BE A LIGHT TO OTHERS 

Luke 11:33 

Philippians 2:14-16 

How are you a light to the people around you?  

Think about the song “This Little Light if Mine.”  

In what way could a person hide their light? 

Who was a light to you? How have they changed you? 

Day 3 
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THE LIGHT OF THE BODY IS THE EYE 

Luke 11:34 

Acts 26:18 

We see objects with our eyes, but we also “see” truths by understanding them. 

What does it mean to open our eyes to the light?  

Remember...who and what have been described as light?  

 Have a movie night. Everyone puts on their 

pajamas, brings their pillows and blankets to 

the TV, and chooses a holiday movie together. 

Pull out the best movie watching snacks and 

enjoy your time together. 

 Write a short skit as a family, or find one online. Then give out roles, practice 

your parts, and perform it. Record your skit and watch it back for some big 

laughs! 

 Go see a movie at the theatre.  

 Discuss the ways we can honor God with our media choices. 

Day 4 
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Day 5 

 

MESSIAH IS THE LIGHT  

OF THE WORLD 

John 1:4-5 

John 8:12 

John 12:35-36 

How is Jesus the light of the world?  

Why do you think darkness can’t un-

derstand the light? (John 1:4-5)  

How are we children of light? 

 Like the oil in the lamp, make 

some fried food. (Latkes, dough-

nuts, French Fries) 

 Color some water with food color-

ing, and mix in some oil. Talk 

about what happens, and then mix 

it again to watch them swirl togeth-

er. Add different types of oil to see 

where they end up, heavier and 

denser or lighter. Discuss how this 

illustrates how a Christian should 

interact with the world. 
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Day 6 

SAUL SAW THE LIGHT 

Read Acts 26: 12-18 

How do you think you would react if you were encountered                                 

by Christ the way Saul was?  

Why do you think Saul was blinded by the experience?  

Why doesn’t everyone get a “Damascus experience”?  

 Drive around town to see the lights           

of Christmas. 

 Bundle up and take a walk together. Talk 

about how you can see God working in 

the world around you.  

 Brainstorm people in your life who you 

could invite to church. Then choose one, 

and do it! 
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Day 7 

Ephesian 5:8-15 

1 Thessalonians 5:4-6 

1 Peter 2:9 

1John 1:5-9 

What does walking in the light  

look like in your life? 

Which verse resonates the most  

with you, and why? 

NO LONGER IN THE DARKNESS 

 Stay up late to play hide and seek or 

flashlight tag after bedtime. 

 Play with optical illusions or brain teas-

ers like this: “Say the word that is 

spelled S-H-O-P. What do you do 

when you come to a green light?” Dis-

cuss how easily we can be fooled 

when we’re not alert. Others can be 

found at www.livescience.com/28911-

7-ways-to-trick-your-brain.html and 

www.brainhq.com/brain-resources/

brain-teasers 
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Day 8 

WE NEED TO LET  

OUR LIGHT SHINE 

2 Timothy 1:7-8a 

How can we let our light shine around people we know?  

How can we let our light shine around people we don’t know?  

What’s one way we can each increase the brightness of our light? 

 Paint some rocks with gospel themes to hide 

around the community. More information at 

www.facebook.com/groups/KitsapRocks/.  

 Write letters to a military service member thanking 

them for their service. Instructions can be found at 

www.operationgratitude.com 

 Go shopping for a gift to give to someone less for-

tunate. Encourage your children to pick out a gift 

that they would like to receive. Then, donate that 

gift to a local hospital or charitable organization 

such as Salvation Army or Toys for Tots.  



14 

 

Easy Hanukkah  

Craft Ideas 


