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WELCOME TO OUR SEDER 
Seder is a Hebrew word, which means “order,” the order of procedure or agenda of service, the Kaddes U-r’batz.  
We shall observe a most ancient, colorful and significant festival.  This booklet is a Haggadah, derived from the 
Hebrew verb “naged,” “to tell” or “recount.”  The Haggadah is the guide to the telling or recounting of the Passover.  
The Passover was the climactic final plague, which the God of Israel inflicted upon Egypt, killing the firstborn while 
passing over the families of Israel.

Why study the Passover?  This time of year, just before Easter, is when Jesus initiated communion with His disci-
ples as He celebrated Passover with them.

In the beginning, the early church celebrated the resurrection of Jesus at Passover and called it Pascha, which 
later was translated Easter.  This was done until about 325 AD when anti-Jewish sentiment invaded the church, 
and Constantine at the Council of Nicea prohibited Christians from celebrating the resurrection at the same time 
as Passover.  Today, both holidays fall closely together.

We will gain a deeper appreciation of the heritage out of which our faith of today has grown.  The Passover ser-
vice is rich in meaning, symbolism, and type.  As we walk through the Passover, we will journey into the cradle of 
time, to the beginning of our early roots.

Our celebration is Christian, in that Jesus the Messiah is the fulfillment of God’s message of salvation. The Seder 
itself provides the background for the Lord’s Supper, an ordinance of the church, for the Last Supper was a Pass-
over meal.  (Matthew 26:17-30, Mark 14:12-26, Luke 22:7-38, John 13-17, 1 Corinthians 11:17-34)

Chag Pesach Samech,
Pastor Steve

SUGGESTED SONG LIST:
(search Google for videos)
He Is Jehovah
Behold God Is Our Salvation
Awake Israel
He Ney Matov
Dayuenu
Praise Adonai
We Shall Go Out With Joy



THE SEDER
Introduction and word terminology

Bedikat Chametz - Candles - Blessings
Kaddesh - First Cup – Cup of Sanctification
Urchatz - Washing the hands
Karpus - Eat the Vegetables
Yahatz - Break the Middle Matzah
Maggid - Retell the Story
The Four Questions
The Four Sons
The Plagues
Dayenu! Sing Dayenu
The three essentials
Psalm 113 and 114
Second Cup - Cup of Judgment
Rahatz
Motzi and Matzah
Maror
Korech
Shulhan Orech - Meal
Tzafun
Barech
Third Cup - Cup of Redemption
Hallel 
Fourth Cup - Cup of Praise
Nirtzah - next year in rebuilt Jerusalem

WHERE IN THE BIBLE DO WE FIND THE PASSOVER CELEBRATION?
Exodus 12 
Leviticus 23:4-8 
Numbers 28:16-25
Deuteronomy 16:1-8



WHAT DO THESE WORDS MEAN?
(LINK)  Pastor Steve’s Instructions

Haggadah  
From the Hebrew verb Nagad - to tell or recount.  It is the guide to the telling or recounting of the Passover.

Passover 
It was the climactic, final plague that the God of Israel inflicted on Egypt, killing their firstborn while passing over the 
families of Israel because they had sacrificed lambs and had spread their blood over the doorposts of their homes.

Seder 
Hebrew word for “order,” thus the Passover Seder, is the proper order in which to celebrate the Passover.

The Four Cups:  Corresponds to the “I will” statement of Exodus 6:6-7.
• Cup of Sanctification.   
 I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. 

• Cup of Judgment.   
 I will free you from being their slaves. 

• Cup of Redemption.   
 I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with the mighty acts of judgment. 

• Cup of Praise.   
 I will receive you as my people. 

SEDER PLATE
Egg (Baytsah):  Recalls the individual festival offering of temple days. This is a roasted or boiled whole egg with 
shell intake.  

Shank bone (Zeroah): Remembrance (symbolic) of the sacrificial lamb offered. We can use a cut-out of a lamb shank.  

Parsley (Karpas): First green of Spring – symbolizes the hyssop used to put the blood on the doorposts

Bitter Herbs (Maror): Reminder of the bitterness of the bondage in Egypt (Horse Radish) 

Charoseth: Bricks the Israelites made for Pharaoh. A mixture of Grape Juice, nuts, apples, spices that look like mortar.

Salt Water: Tears (are salted) shed for suffering and persecution. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A4rIYBZRh2g&feature=youtu.be


0PASSOVER HAGGADAH
Bedikat Chametz
(LINK)  Ceremony of Removing The Leaven

Passover, during the time Jesus grew up, involved thousands and thousands of people who came into the city of 
Jerusalem on a mule, ox cart, or on foot to celebrate Passover.  They came from Asia Minor, Egypt, Africa, Italy, 
Greece, Mesopotamia, until there were two million people in the city.  Being in possible danger when traveling, 
they traveled in caravans to protect themselves. They took a significant risk in traveling to the city of Jerusalem.

One preparation was the custom of whitewashing the tombs around the city.  People buried their dead in 
caves that were sealed off, but there were also caves that were used for shelter and for livestock.  So, rather 
than have a traveler come by and defile himself by entering into a tomb, the stones covering the entrance were 
whitewashed.  

Matthew 23:27-28 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are 
like whitewashed tombs—beautiful on the outside but filled on the inside with dead people’s bones and all sorts 
of impurity. Outwardly you look like righteous people, but inwardly your hearts are filled with hypocrisy 
and lawlessness” (NLT).

In preparation for the Passover, God commanded the people to remove all leaven (Chametz) from their houses 
(Exodus 12:14-20).  Today, the ceremony for removing the leaven takes place on the night before the night of the 
first Seder.

After cleaning their home, the following prayer was recited:

“Praise to you, Lord our God, King of the universe, who hast sanctified us with your commandments and given us the 
Mitzvah (a blessing as the result of obedience to the Lord’s commands) of removing leaven before Passover.”

And in the morning, the leaven is burned, and the following final declaration is recited:

“May all leaven in my possession, whether I have seen it or not, or whether I have removed it or not, be regarded 
as non-existent and considered as mere dust of the earth.”

Our Messiah (Jesus) made the unleavened bread a symbol of His sacrifice for our sins.  

1 Corinthians 5:6-8 “Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? There-
fore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our 
Passover was sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice 
and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”

We need to search out the “leaven of sin” in our own lives.  It is written: “That is why you should examine yourself 
before eating the bread and drinking the cup.” (1 Corinthians 11:28)

https://youtu.be/5ZUnkw9TFgQ


BLESSING OF THE FESTIVAL CANDLES
(LINK) At sunset one of the females of the home lights the candles and recite the following:

“Praise to you, Lord our God, King of the universe, who has sanctified us with your commandments, and given us 
the Mitzvah by lighting the Festival lights.”   (E-lo-hey-nu Me-lech Ha-o-lam Ba-ruch A-ta A-do-nai)

“Praise to you Lord our God, King of the universe, who has kept us in life and sustained us, and enabled us to 
reach this season.” (A-sher Kid-sha-nu Be-mitz-vo-tav)

PARENTAL BLESSINGS
The parents place their hands on their children and recite over them the following blessings.

Blessing over our Sons
“May God bless you __________ as He blessed Ephraim and Manesseh.” (Genesis 48:17-20)
(HEBREW: Ye-sim-cha E-lo-him Ke-Eph-ra-yim Ve-chi-Me-na-she)

Blessing over our Daughters
“May God bless you __________as He blessed Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah.”  (Genesis 12:14, 22:17, 29:20, 
29:33; Ruth 4:11; Genesis 24).  (HEBREW: Ye-si-mech E-lo-him, Ke-Sa-ra Riv-ka Ra-chel Ve-Le-ah) 

Threefold Blessing
“The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you, And be gracious to you; The Lord lift 
up His countenance upon you, And give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26
(HEBREW: Ye-va-re-che-cha A-do-nai Ve-eesh-me-re-cha!  Ya-er A-do-nai Pa-nav E-ley-cha Vee-choo-ne-cha!
Yee-sa A-do-nai Pa nav E-ley-cha Ve-ya-sem Le-cha Sha-lom)

KADDESH
The Cup of Blessing  ~ Fill the First Cup of Wine

We begin this service by sanctifying the name of God and proclaiming the holiness of this Festival.  With a blessing 
over the wine, the Jew ushers in the Sabbath and all festivals. We start our Passover with by reciting the following: 

“Blessed are you Lord our God!  King of the universe, creator of the fruit of the vine.”

“Blessed are you Lord God, King of the universe, who chose us out of all the people and selected us over all the 
nations and made us holy through His commandments.

Out of love has the Lord our God, given us the Sabbath for rest. This Passover, anniversary of our freedom, we 
gather as a loving and as a holy assembly, honoring our liberty from Egypt; for You have chosen us and made us 
holier than other peoples.

Blessed are You Lord, who made the Sabbath, the people of Israel and the festivals holy.”

DRINK THE FIRST CUP

https://youtu.be/P6UPhC1QL4k


WASHING THE HANDS
Urchatz
Our hands are made holy for the Passover elements (foods) by washing them without a benediction. We wash our 
hands by simply dipping our hands into a bowl of water and then rubbing them together, drying them with a linen 
cloth (towel). We are now ready to handle the foods of the Passover.

KARPAS
Eat A Green Vegetable
The green vegetable (parsley) is a symbol of springtime and the miracle of nature’s renewal.  It is springtime, a 
season that offers fresh hope.  It is a time when the spirit of man rises, and he renews his faith in a world where 
freedom and justice will prevail.

The saltwater, into which the Karpas is dipped, reminds us of the salty tears shed by the oppressed Israelites.  The 
people of God suffered cruel, brutal treatment by Pharaoh and the taskmasters of Egypt.   

DIP THE PARSLEY INTO THE SALTWATER AND CAT THE KARPAS

YAHATZ
Break the Middle of The Three Matzah.  

The unleavened bread (matzah) is found within a special linen covering termed a Unity (Echad), which has three 
sections.  We are passing the first section and the third section but the middle piece of matzah is removed; it is 
broken in half and one-half is wrapped up in a small napkin called the “afikomen.”  This half is hidden somewhere 
in the house. The other half is placed back into the Eichad (unity matzah holder).

The afikomen becomes an important part of the Seder later on in the festival.  The reason why this middle matzah 
is broken and the other two are not is not clear; however, we as Christians realize that the unity is representational 
of God—a unique unity manifested in three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  The starting significance of the 
breaking of this middle matzah will be seen later as the broken matzah is brought back after the meal.



MAGGID
Tell the Story of the Exodus

From Exodus 12:26-27 we are commanded: “And it shall be, when your children say to you, ‘What do you mean by this 
service?’ that you shall say, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice of the Lord, who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in 
Egypt when He struck the Egyptians and delivered our households.’ So the people bowed their heads and worshiped.”

Read the Story of the Exodus (Exodus 12:1-13).  

While the Israelites were still in the land of Egypt, the Lord gave the following instructions to Moses and Aaron: 
“From now on, this month will be the first month of the year for you. Announce to the whole community of Israel that 
on the tenth day of this month each family must choose a lamb or a young goat for a sacrifice, one animal for each 
household. If a family is too small to eat a whole animal, let them share with another family in the neighborhood. 
Divide the animal according to the size of each family and how much they can eat. The animal you select must be a 
one-year-old male, either a sheep or a goat, with no defects.

“Take special care of this chosen animal until the evening of the fourteenth day of this first month. Then the whole 
assembly of the community of Israel must slaughter their lamb or young goat at twilight. 
They are to take some of the blood and smear it on the sides and top of the doorframes of the houses where they 
eat the animal. That same night they must roast the meat over a fire and eat it along with bitter salad greens and 
bread made without yeast. Do not eat any of the meat raw or boiled in water. The whole animal—including the head, 
legs, and internal organs—must be roasted over a fire. Do not leave any of it until the next morning. Burn whatever is 
not eaten before morning.

“These are your instructions for eating this meal: Be fully dressed, wear your sandals, and carry your walking stick 
in your hand. Eat the meal with urgency, for this is the Lord’s Passover. On that night I will pass through the land of 
Egypt and strike down every firstborn son and firstborn male animal in the land of Egypt. I will execute judgment 
against all the gods of Egypt, for I am the Lord! But the blood on your doorposts will serve as a sign, marking the 
houses where you are staying. When I see the blood, I will pass over you. This plague of death will not touch you 
when I strike the land of Egypt (NLT).

This story tells how God redeemed His people from Egypt by His mighty power. Literally, it is the Passover story 
of redemption, by the shedding of the blood of the Passover Lamb.  Essentially, it has the elements of the Gospel, 
for without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sin.  And so, God taught us to keep the Passover as a 
memorial feast of the physical salvation, which He wrought in Egypt, and to keep the Messiah’s Passover as the 
spiritual salvation, which He wrought from sin.

From this event, we see God’s pattern of salvation, which is repeated throughout the scriptures.  God in His ever-
lasting love and unsurpassed compassion came from heaven to bring His people out of bondage into new lands.



This is seen by:
1. Israel was brought out of bondage in Egypt and in turn was brought to the land of promise. 

2. Israel was taken out of exile in Babylon and brought back into the land. 

3. All who believe in the Messiah are brought out of bondage to sin and death into the abundant life in the Messiah. 

4. All believers of all time are brought out of this cursed creation and brought into the new heavens and the  
 new earth.

As a sign of hospitality, the front door is opened.  The leader of the Seder uncovers the top Matzah in the Echad 
and recites:

“This is the bread of distress, which our forefathers ate in Egypt land.  All who are hungry, let them come in and 
eat; all who are needy, let them come in and celebrate the Passover.  Now we are here, and next year may we be in 
the land of Israel.  Now we are slaves; next year may we be free men.”

SECOND CUP OF WINE IS FILLED BUT DO NOT DRINK

THE FOUR QUESTIONS
The youngest children are asked the four questions.  Why is this night different from all other nights?

1. On all nights we may eat leavened bread or matzah.   
 This night - only matzah! Why?  

2. On all nights we may eat any kind of vegetable greens.  
 This night - bitter greens! Why?  

3. On all nights we are not accustomed to dip herbs even once.   
 This night - twice! Why?  

4.  (Parsley in saltwater; maror in charoseth)  
 On all nights we eat either sitting upright or leaning. This night - all lean! Why? 

ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS

1. “On this night we eat only Matzah to remind us of God’s rescue, salvation that came so quickly that there was  
no time for the dough to rise.  Further, the removal of leaven from our houses reminds us to rid our lives of   
sinful thoughts and actions.” 
 
We who are believers in Messiah wait for the Lord’s second coming, His return “as a thief in the night,” and therefore 
we live holy lives so as “not to shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.”



2. “On this night, we eat Maror to remind us of the bitterness of bondage, slavery, and cruelty that happened  
in Egypt.” 
 
We who are believers in Messiah remember the bitterness of our bondage to sin, fear, and death from which  
Messiah has delivered us and freed us. 

3.  “On this night, we dip the parsley in salt water to remind us of the pain and the tears that came because of 
our bondage. The bitter herbs in charoseth remind us of the sweetness of freedom that the Lord brought about 
through the Exodus.”

We who are believers in Messiah remember the sweetness of the abundant life we have today because the  Messiah 
has freed us from our bondage to sin.

4. “On this night, we lean to the left because, in ancient times, this was the posture of free people at meals.  Those 
whom God liberated in the Exodus were no longer slaves.”

We who are believers in Messiah remember that those whom Messiah has set free are indeed free for eternity!

THE FOUR SONS
The four sons illustrate four attitudes toward God’s salvation as revealed in the Exodus and the Passover Seder:

The “wise” son asks, “What is the meaning of the stipulations, decrees, and laws the Lord our God has command-
ed you?” It is important that the wise son is to be instructed fully in the laws and traditions of the Passover. 
(Deuteronomy 6:20)

We are made wise as well by seeking the Lord our God through intimacy in prayer and His scriptures. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17  All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what 
is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God uses it to prepare and 
equip his people to do every good work (NLT).

The “unwise” son asks, “What does this service mean to you?”  Because of how he says “to you,” he removes 
himself from the community and has to be told, “Had you been in Egypt (with this attitude), you would not have 
been redeemed.” 

The wise son responses to God’s offer of salvation through Jesus, the Messiah, and the unwise son rejects 
God’s offer without considering the scriptures.

The “simple” son, one not set in his ways, asks, ‘what does this mean?”  He needs to be told of the power and 
goodness of God’s salvation, “With a mighty hand, the Lord brought us out from Egypt.” 

The unknowledgeable among us today need to hear of the power and goodness of God’s salvation that is made 
available through faith in the Messiah.

The son “who does not know what to ask” must be told clearly and carefully how the Lord has brought deliver-
ance to Israel in the past and to us all in the present:

“God brought our fathers from idolatry to His service, as the scriptures state.”  (Joshua 24:2-4)



Then Joshua addressed them as follows: 

Joshua said to the people, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: Long ago your ancestors, including Terah, 
the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the Euphrates River, and they worshiped other gods. But I took your 
ancestor Abraham from the land beyond the Euphrates and led him into the land of Canaan. I gave him many de-
scendants through his son Isaac. To Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. To Esau I gave the mountains of Seir, while Jacob 
and his children went down into Egypt (NLT).

Genesis 13:14-17 The Lord said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, “Lift up your eyes from where you are and 
look north and south, east and west. All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever. I will make 
your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be count-
ed. Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you” (NIV).

Genesis 15:13-14 Then the Lord said to him (Abram), “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a 
country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years. But I will punish the nation they 
serve as slaves, and afterward, they will come out with great possessions. You, however, will go to your fathers in 
peace and be buried at a good old age.

Similarly, those who are not physical descendants of Abraham, can praise the Lord for His faithfulness to His cov-
enant with Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3 …”and all My people on earth will be blessed through you.”  For through the 
ultimate descendant of Abraham, Jesus the Messiah, salvation has come to Israel and to the ends of the earth!

The Passover story starts with the story of Joseph in Genesis 37-50 explains how the descendants of Abraham 
came to Egypt as royal guests.  But Exodus 1-2 relates how they were enslaved and mistreated by later dynasties.

However, in faithfulness to His promise, the Lord raised up a deliverer in Moses, trained for forty years as a royal 
son in Egypt and forty years as a shepherd in Midian, to lead His people and teach them His Torah.

The Lord Himself appeared to Moses at Sinai, revealed His character in His name, “I AM WHO I AM,” and returned 
with him to do battle with the gods of Egypt.



THE PLAGUES
These are the ten plagues that the Most Holy, Blessed be He, brought on the Egyptians in Egypt, to punish them 
for their harsh treatment of His people. The message is “LET MY PEOPLE GO.” The story of the plagues is found in 
Exodus chapters 7-11.

Take one drop of wine out of cup using your spoon while saying each plague out loud

Blood (Exodus 7:16-17)  Frogs (Exodus 8:1-3)   Lice (Exodus 8:16-17)   Flies (Exodus 8:20-23)

Boils (Exodus 9:8-9)   Hail (Exodus 9:8-9)   Locusts (Exodus 10:12-15) 

Darkness (Exodus10:22-23)  Pestilence (Cattle disease) (Exodus 9:2-3, 6) 
Slaying of first born (Exodus 11:4-5)   

NOW WE SING “DAYENU!”
It Would Have Been Enough For Us
LINK: Listen! Dayenu by the Maccabeats

This song answers the question, “For how many acts of kindnesses do we owe thanks to God?”  The answer is un-
ending, too many to count.  If the Lord had done any one of the mighty acts of the Exodus, that would have been 
enough for us, or in Hebrew, “Dayenu.”  But the Lord continually saves, rescues and provides!

If He had only brought us out of Egypt, but had not punished the Egyptians, 
Dayenu! 

If He had only punished the Egyptians, but had not destroyed their gods, 
Dayenu! 

If He had only destroyed their gods, but had not slain their firstborn, 
Dayenu! 

If He had only slain their firstborn, but had not given us their wealth,
Dayenu! 

If He had only given us their wealth, but had not divided the sea for us, 
Dayenu! 

If He had only divided the sea for us, but had not led us through dry ground, 
Dayenu!
 

https://youtu.be/CZgDNPGZ9Sg


If He had only drowned our oppressors, but had not supplied us in the desert for forty years, 
Dayenu! 
If He had only fed us with manna, but had not given us the Sabbath,
Dayenu! 

If He had only given us the Sabbath, but had not brought us to Mount Sinai,
Dayenu! 

If He had only brought us to Mount Sinai, but had not given us the Torah,  
Dayenu! 

If He had only given us the Torah, but had not brought us into the Land of Israel, 
Dayenu! 

If He had only brought us into the Land of Israel, but had not built us the Temple, 
Dayenu! 

THE THREE ESSENTIALS
Rabbi Gamaliel (GA-MAY-EE-EL)(grandson of the great Sage Hillel) said:  “He who has not explained the following 
symbols of the Seder has not fulfilled his duty.”

What was the reason our forefathers ate the young Lamb in Temple times?  Be-
cause the Holy One, blessed be He, spared the houses of our ancestors in Egypt, 
as it is said:  “You shall declare, this is the Passover offering to the Lord who 
passed over the houses of the children of Israel when He struck Egypt and spared 
our houses. The people bowed in worship.  Does not the Holy Scriptures say in 
Isaiah 53:7 “He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word.  He 
was led like a lamb to the slaughter. And as a sheep is silent before the shearers,  he did not open his mouth.” 
(This lamb was less than one year old and healthy.)

The matzah is pointed to, and the following is read:

This matzah, which we eat, what is the reason for it?  It is because there was not enough time for our father’s 
dough to rise, when the King of all Kings appeared, when the Holy One redeemed them.  Exodus 12:39-42 (NLT) 
For bread they baked flat cakes from the dough without yeast they had brought from Egypt. It was made without 
yeast because the people were driven out of Egypt in such a hurry that they had no time to prepare the bread or 
other food…On this night the Lord kept his promise to bring his people out of the land of Egypt. So this night be-
longs to him, and it must be commemorated every year by all the Israelites, from generation to generation.”

A sheep bone is distinct from 
other animals in that the 
bone contains more oils and 
it does not bleach as quickly 
as other animal bones.



The matzah is unleavened, pierced, and striped.  It is unleavened because it is without 
contamination, a symbol of sin.  Pierced and striped, it illustrates the beautiful symbol of 
our Messiah, who being without sin, yet was pierced according to the scriptures, as found 
in Zechariah 12:10

“Then I will pour out a spirit of grace and prayer on the family of David and on the people of Jerusalem. They will 
look on me whom they have pierced and mourn for him as for an only son. They will grieve bitterly for him as for a 
firstborn son who has died (NLT).”

Psalm 22:16 and 18 “They pierced My hands and My feet; They divide My garments among them, And for My cloth-
ing they cast lots.”   

Isaiah 53:5 “But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He was 
whipped so we could be healed (NLT).”

The Maror is pointed to and the following read:

This maror that we eat, what is the reason for it?  It is because the Egyptians embittered the lives of our forefa-
thers in Egypt, as the Holy Scriptures say, “they made their life bitter with hard labor, with bricks and  mortar, with 
all kinds of work in the fields, all of this forced labor being rigorous.”  The bitter herb reminds us of the sadness, 
persecution and the pain our people suffered under the hand of Pharaoh; and as horseradish brings tears to the 
eyes, so also did the great hardships our people went through brings tears to our eyes.

THE CUP IS RAISED AND THE FOLLOWING RECITED:
We are, therefore, duty-bound, to thank, praise, extol, glorify, exalt, honor, bless, and adore Him, who performed 
all these miracles for our fathers and for us.  For He took us out of slavery into freedom; out of misery into happi-
ness; mourning into dancing; darkness into daylight; and out of bondage into redemption.

PSALM 113
Praise the Lord! Yes, give praise, O servants of the Lord. Praise the name of the Lord! Blessed be the name of the 
Lord now and forever. Everywhere—from east to west—praise the name of the Lord. For the Lord is high above 
the nations; his glory is higher than the heavens. Who can be compared with the Lord our God, who is enthroned 
on high? He stoops to look down on heaven and on earth. He lifts the poor from the dust and the needy from the 
garbage dump. He sets them among princes, even the princes of his own people! He gives the childless woman a 
family, making her a happy mother.Praise the Lord!
  

PSALM 114
When the Israelites escaped from Egypt—when the family of Jacob left that foreign land— the land of Judah became 
God’s sanctuary, and Israel became his kingdom. The Red Sea saw them coming and hurried out of their way! The 
water of the Jordan River turned away. The mountains skipped like rams, the hills like lambs! What’s wrong, Red Sea, 
that made you hurry out of their way? What happened, Jordan River, that you turned away? Why, mountains, did you 
skip like rams? Why, hills, like lambs? What’s wrong, Red Sea, that made you hurry out of their way? What happened, 
Jordan River, that you turned away? Why, mountains, did you skip like rams? Why, hills, like lambs? Tremble, O earth, 
at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob. He turned the rock into a pool of water; yes, a 
spring of water flowed from solid rock (NLT).

Hold the Matzo up 
to a light to see the 
holes and stripes



The great redemption which God has wrought on our behalf; redemption at a terrific price.  In Egypt, the death of 
the firstborn; redemption from sin, the death of God’s Son.  

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life (John 3:16).

THE SECOND CUP
Our praise continues as we raise the second cup and recite the following blessings:

Praise to You Lord our God, King of the universe, who redeemed us and redeemed our fathers from Egypt and 
enabled us to reach this night.  Praise to You O Lord our God for redemption you brought to all people and nations 
through the Messiah. Praise to You O Lord our God, King of the universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine.”
(HBREW: Baruch attah Adonai, eloheynu melech ha-olam, boray p’ri ha-gafen.  Baruch attah Adonai, eloheynu 
melech ha-olam, she-he-he:yanu, ve-kiy’manu, ve0higi-anu la-z’man ha-zeh)

ALL DRINK THE SECOND CUP 

RAHATZ
Wash the hands before distributing the essential elements.  The following blessing is recited:

Praise to You Lord our God, King of the universe, who hast sanctified us with Thy commandments and given us 
the Mitzvah of washing the hands.

MOTZI
Recite the blessing for the matzah. A piece of the uppermost matzah and a piece of the broken middle matzah 
is distributed to each participant.  After salting the two pieces of matzah, recite the blessing:

Praise to You Lord our God, King of the universe, who brings forth substance from the earth.

Praise to You Lord our God, King of the universe, who hast sanctified us with Your commandments and given us 
the Mitzvah of eating unleavened bread.

MAROR
Eat the bitter herbs, and recite the following blessing:

Blessed are You Lord our God King of the universe, Who brings forth bread from the earth.  Blessed are You Lord 
our God, who sanctified us with Your commandments and commanded us to eat bitter herbs.

All dip a broken piece of matzah from the bottom of the Matzah Holder into the bitter herbs with enough maror to 
bring tears to our eyes remembering the tears of bondage. (Remember to put on enough horseradish to bring tears)



KORECH (Hillel’s Sandwich)
Eat the Matzah, Maror and Charoseth.

The charoseth is to remind us of the bricks we made while in bondage.  We may ask ourselves, “Why should it 
taste so sweet?”  The Rabbis respond, “even the bitterest of labor tastes sweet when we know that redemption 
draws near.”

Eating the matzah and maror together is not a trivial matter.  The Sage Hillel, a great Rabbi of Jesus’ time, stated 
that slavery and freedom were merged into one historical event.  The bread of freedom should be tasted together 
with the bitter maror, so that one should know both the bitterness of slavery and the joy of freedom.  In freedom, 
we must not forget slavery; in the time of oppression, we must keep alive the hope of freedom.

In Numbers 9:11 They shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.

MAKE A SANDWICH WITH THE CHAROSETH, MAROR, AND TWO PIECES OF MATZAH FROM THE BOTTOM 
PORTION OF THE “UNITY HOLDER” AND EAT!

Egg (Baytsah)
The roasted egg speaks of sacrifice, which can no longer be made because the temple was destroyed in 70 A.D. 
by the Romans.  There cannot be a sacrifice because there is no Temple.  If there is no Temple, then there is no 
sacrifice that can be made today.  But we who are followers of the Messiah know that the final sacrifice as made 
by God’s only begotten son.   Jesus’ life brings life. “For Christ, our Passover lamb has been sacrificed” 
(1 Corinthians 5:7). Passover and dip it into the saltwater and eat it in celebration of life.

Shank bone (Zeroah)
If the Lamb that was sacrificed by each family as a remembrance of the Lord’s deliverance from death.  The angel 
of death “passed over” every home that had the blood of the lamb on the top and sides of the front door.

Exodus 12:23 “For the Lord will pass through the land to strike down the Egyptians. But when he sees the blood on the 
top and sides of the doorframe, the Lord will pass over your home. He will not permit his death angel to enter” (NLT).

As Christians, we recognize that sacrifice is no longer necessary because the death of our Messiah satisfied the 
need for sacrifice.  In His death, there is life.  In the shedding of His blood, there is remission of sin.  Jesus spoke of 
John as the forerunner of Himself and said John indeed fulfilled the traditional duty of the prophet Elijah.  It was this 
same John who looked upon Jesus and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world...”



SHULHAN ORECH
Enjoy the Festive Meal.

The meal is now served and partaken with the joy and solemnity due the Seder.  The traditional blessing for the 
meal follows, rather than precedes, the meal.

The remaining Maror and Charoseth may be eaten with the meal.  But the remaining wine, the Afikomen (the 
hidden Matzah), the egg, and lamb bone are for later.

TZAFUN 
Eat the afikomen.

Hidden Matzah
The Afikomen is found and brought out.  It is broken and distributed to each of the guests.  

The Afikomen, which is retrieved and brought back by a child, illustrates a dynamic truth.  The traditional Matzah 
is baked, pierced with holes, and singed with brown stripes.

Isaiah 53:5 “But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for 
our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.”

The Afikomen, the middle piece of the Matzah, is kept in a Matzah holder, also called “Echad,” a unity, was broken, 
hidden away, and brought back by a child to be eaten.  Just as Jesus, the second person of the triune God, who is 
called Echad, a unity, was broken, buried, raised back to life, that whoever believes and receives Him has eternal life.

This portion of the service is recorded for us in the New Testament, in which Jesus, our Messiah, emphasizes its 
truth and meaning.  It is recorded in Luke 22:17-20 as follows:

Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves; for I say to you, I will not 
drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave 
it to them, saying, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me. Likewise, He also took the 
cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you.”

It is this middle matzah, which was broken and hid away, and then brought back, broken and distributed, that Je-
sus points to and says, “this is my body which is given for you.”  And, also this third cup after the meal, called the 
cup of redemption, to which He also points to and says, “this is the cup of the new covenant in My blood which is 
shed for you.”  It is this service that forms the basis of Christian communion.

THE AFIKOMEN IS NOW EATEN BY ALL WITHOUT A BLESSING.



BARECH
Blessing after eating.

Psalm 126 (a song of ascents) is read as praise to God for His provision.  

When the Lord brought back his exiles to Jerusalem,  it was like a dream!  We were filled with laughter, and we 
sang for joy. And the other nations said, “What amazing things the Lord has done for them. “Yes, the Lord has done 
amazing things for us! What joy! Restore our fortunes, Lord, as streams renew the desert. Those who plant in tears will 
harvest with shouts of joy. They weep as they go to plant their seed, but they sing as they return with the harvest (NLT).

THE THIRD CUP
Cup of Redemption

This cup represents the redemption by God in Exodus, also pictures the eternal redemption promised in the 
New Covenant.  

Jeremiah 32:32-34
The time is coming, ‘ declares the Lord, ‘when I will make a new covenant with the house of Judah.  It will not be like 
the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt because they 
broke My covenant, though I was a husband to them,’ declares the Lord.  ‘This is the covenant I will make with the 
house of Israel after that time,’ declares the Lord.  ‘I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts.  I will 
be their God, and they will be my people.  No longer will a  man teach his neighbor or man his brother, saying, ‘know 
the Lord,’ because they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest,’ declares the Lord.  ‘For I will forgive 
their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.’”

Fundamental to the message of the New Testament is the announcement that Jesus of Nazareth is the fulfillment 
of Israel’s messianic hope and that, in him, the long-awaited redemption has arrived. Deliverance of humankind 
from its state of alienation from God has been accomplished through the death and resurrection of Christ. In the 
New Testament, redemption requires the payment of a price, but the plight that requires such a ransom is moral 
not material. Humankind is held in the captivity of sin from which only the atoning death of Jesus Christ can liber-
ate.

2 Corinthians 5:18-20 “And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God 
has given us this task of reconciling people to him. For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer 
counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation” (NLT).

“Praise to You Lord our God, King of the universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine.”

DRINK THE THIRD CUP



ELIJAH’S PLACE
You will note that one place setting and one cup of wine has not been touched throughout the meal.  Elijah’s cup 
is the fifth cup of wine poured as part of the Seder dinner on Passover or Pesah. It is left untouched in honor 
of Elijah, who, according to tradition, will arrive one day as an unknown guest to herald the advent of the Messiah. 
This is the traditional place for Elijah.  At this point in the service the front door is opened and one of the children 
go outside to see if the prophet Elijah will come. If he is outside be sure that you invite him in!  We are followers of 
the Messiah know that Elijah has come. Jesus is not an unknown guest, He is here with us who are followers of 
the Lord in our Passover Celebration.

HALLEL
Psalms of Praise
We rejoice by the reading of Psalms 115, 116, 117, 118, and 136.  Here we will read parts of each Psalm:

Psalm 115:1-11 
Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, But to Your name give glory, Because of Your mercy, Because of Your truth. Why 
should the Gentiles say, “So where is their God?” But our God is in heaven; He does whatever He pleases. Their idols 
are silver and gold, The work of men’s hands.  They have mouths, but they do not speak; Eyes they have, but they do 
not see; They have ears, but they do not hear; Noses they have, but they do not smell; They have hands, but they do 
not handle;  Feet they have, but they do not walk; Nor do they mutter through their throat. Those who make them are 
like them; So is everyone who trusts in them.  O Israel, trust in the Lord; He is their help and their shield. O house of 
Aaron, trust in the Lord; He is their help and their shield. You who fear the Lord, trust in the Lord; He is their help and 
their shield. 

Psalm 116:12-19
 What shall I render to the Lord For all His benefits toward me? I will take up the cup of salvation, And call upon the 
name of the Lord. I will pay my vows to the Lord Now in the presence of all His people. Precious in the sight of the 
Lord Is the death of His saints. 

O Lord, truly I am Your servant; I am Your servant, the son of Your maidservant; You have loosed my bonds. I will of-
fer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving, And will call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay my vows to the Lord Now 
in the presence of all His people, In the courts of the Lord’s house, In the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Praise the Lord!

Psalm 117
Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you peoples! For His merciful kindness is great toward us, And the 
truth of the Lord endures forever. Praise the Lord.”



Psalm 118:1-29
Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever. 
Let Israel now say, “His mercy endures forever.” 
Let the house of Aaron now say, “His mercy endures forever.” 
Let those who fear the Lord now say, “His mercy endures forever.” 

I called on the Lord in distress; The Lord answered me and set me in a broad place. The Lord is on my side; I will 
not fear. What can man do to me? The Lord is for me among those who help me; Therefore I shall see my desire on 
those who hate me. It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man. It is better to trust in the Lord Than 
to put confidence in princes. 

All nations surrounded me, But in the name of the Lord I will destroy them. They surrounded me, Yes, they surround-
ed me; But in the name of the Lord I will destroy them. They surrounded me like bees; They were quenched like a 
fire of thorns; For in the name of the Lord I will destroy them. You pushed me violently, that I might fall, But the Lord 
helped me. The Lord is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation. 

The voice of rejoicing and salvation Is in the tents of the righteous; The right hand of the Lord does valiantly. The 
right hand of the Lord is exalted; The right hand of the Lord does valiantly. I shall not die, but live, And declare the 
works of the Lord. The Lord has chastened me severely, But He has not given me over to death.  

Open to me the gates of righteousness; I will go through them, And I will praise the Lord. This is the gate of the Lord, 
Through which the righteous shall enter. I will praise You, For You have answered me, And have become my salva-
tion. The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. 

This was the Lord’s doing; It is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day the Lord has made; We will rejoice and be glad 
in it. Save now, I pray, O Lord; O Lord, I pray, send now prosperity. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
We have blessed you from the house of the Lord. God is the Lord, And He has given us light; Bind the sacrifice with 
cords to the horns of the altar. You are my God, and I will praise You; You are my God, I will exalt You. Oh, give thanks 
to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever. 

Psalm 136:1-26 
Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever. 
Oh, give thanks to the God of gods! For His mercy endures forever Oh, give thanks to the Lord of lords! 
For His mercy endures forever: To Him who alone does great wonders, For His mercy endures forever; 
To Him who by wisdom made the heavens, For His mercy endures forever; 
To Him who laid out the earth above the waters, For His mercy endures forever; 
To Him who made great lights, For His mercy endures forever;
The sun to rule by day, For His mercy endures forever; 
The moon and stars to rule by night, For His mercy endures forever. 
 
To Him who struck Egypt in their firstborn, For His mercy endures forever; 



And brought out Israel from among them, For His mercy endures forever; 
With a strong hand, and with an outstretched arm, For His mercy endures forever; 
To Him who divided the Red Sea in two, For His mercy endures forever; 
And made Israel pass through the midst of it, For His mercy endures forever; 
But overthrew Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea, For His mercy endures forever; 
To Him who led His people through the wilderness, For His mercy endures forever; 
To Him who struck down great kings, For His mercy endures forever; 
And slew famous kings, For His mercy endures forever;
Sihon king of the Amorites, For His mercy endures forever; 
And Og king of Bashan, For His mercy endures forever;
And gave their land as a heritage, For His mercy endures forever; 
A heritage to Israel His servant, For His mercy endures forever. 
Who remembered us in our lowly state, For His mercy endures forever; 
And rescued us from our enemies, For His mercy endures forever; 
Who gives food to all flesh, For His mercy endures forever. 
Oh, give thanks to the God of heaven! For His mercy endures forever. 

CUP OF PRAISE
The Orthodox Jew looks to the coming of the Messiah; the believer in Messiah looks for His return.

Jesus, in His last Passover with His disciples, proclaimed in Luke 22:15-16

Then He said to them, “With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I say to 
you, I will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”

The Jews drink the fourth cup in praise of a coming Messiah with a simple blessing, but we can drink this cup in 
praise of our Savior—with joy and adoration.

ALL DRINK THE FOURTH CUP.
Blessed are You Lord our God, ruler of the world, for the grapevine and for its fruit; for the yield of the fields and for 
the pleasant, good and ample land which it pleased You to give our fathers so that they might eat of its fruit and 
be satisfied by its goodness; have mercy. Lord our God, upon Your people Israel, on thy city of Jerusalem; on Zion, 
abode of Your glory; and upon Your altar and shrine.  Rebuild Holy Jerusalem speedily in our time and bring us back 
up to rejoice in its upbuilding so that we may eat of its fruit and be satisfied by its goodness and bless You for it in 
holiness and purity.  Make us happy on this feast of matzah, for You are the Good Lord, who does good to all and we 
thank You for the land and the fruit of the grapevine.

Blessed are You Lord, for the land and the fruit of the grapevine.  Blessed are you Lord, for the land and the fruit of 
the grapevine.



NIRTZAH
Our observance is accepted

The Seder of Passover is now complete, and for us who are followers of the Messiah, our salvation and redemption 
are complete.  Just as we were privileged to celebrate it this year, so may we be privileged to do so in the future.

Lord, who is pure, who dwells on high, raise up Your numberless flock, speedily lead Your people, the shoots of 
Your crop that You have planted, redeemed, joyfully to Zion.”

Next year in Jerusalem!
Even better...Next year in REBUILT Jerusalem!

It is written:
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out unto the Mount of Olives.  Matthew 26:30

Song:  We Shall Go Out With Joy
You shall go out with joy 
And be led forth with peace
The mountains and the hills shall break forth before you
There’ll be shouts of joy

And all the trees of the field
Will clap, will clap their hands
 
Chorus
And all the trees of the field will clap their hands
The trees of the field will clap their hands
The trees of the field will clap their hands
As you go out with joy



APPENDIX
Shalom: hello and goodbye and peace

• Shalom as wholeness of life or body (i.e., health); 
• Shalom as right relationship or harmony between two parties or people, often established by a covenant (see 

“covenant of peace” in Num 25:12-13; Isa 54:10; Ezek 34:25-26) and, when related to Yahweh, the  
covenant was renewed or maintained with a “peace offering”; 

• Shalom as prosperity, success, or fulfillment (see Lev 26:3-9); 
• Shalom as victory over one’s enemies or absence of war. 

Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 

We are called by God to be a healing community.  The New Testament commands us that we are to help, to minis-
ter to one another.  A few of the examples are: 

Be devoted and give preference to one another.  Romans 12:10
Accept one another.  Romans 15:7
Care for one another.  1 Corinthians 12:25
Carry each other’s burdens.  Galatians 6:2
Forgive one another.  Ephesians 4:32
Encourage and build up one another.  1 Thessalonians 5:11
Spur one another on to love and good deeds.  Hebrews 10:24
Confess your sins to one another.  James 5:16
Pray for one another.  James 5:16
Serve one another.  1 Peter 4:10
Love one another.  1 John 4:11

The church is a place of diversity, which allows and includes people from various social, ethnic, age, backgrounds 
and experiences.  It has unity because of Jesus Christ and not on our subjective experiences.

The church is a place for small groups to develop where people can share their burdens and joys.   The church 
needs to become a place where everyone has a role, ministry, place of service so that everyone feels at home.

Shalom: word picture Isaiah 11:6-10  In that day the wolf and the lamb will live together; the leopard and the goat 
will be at peace. Calves and yearlings will be safe among lions, and a little child will lead them all. 7 The cattle will 
graze among bears. Cubs and calves will lie down together. And lions will eat grass as the livestock do. 8 Babies will 
crawl safely among poisonous snakes. Yes, a little child will put its hand in a nest of deadly snakes and pull it out 
unharmed. 9 Nothing will hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain. And as the waters fill the sea, so the earth will be 
filled with people who know the LORD. 

In order for our community to have shalom then we need to be willing to deal with unemployment; oppression of 
the poor; poverty (provide food shelter and clothing); giving to the poor a means to better themselves; shalom 
is present when the family is honored allowing families to establish roots in a community and move around so 
often; minorities are not discriminated or oppressed; the elderly have sufficient resource and benefits; children are 
cared for and loved; 



WHY JEWS COVER THEIR HEAD?
To wear a yarmulke (Yiddish), kippah (Hebrew) or skullcap is a fundamental mark of being Jewish. The custom of 
covering the head during religious activities is of fairly recent origin. The custom is not found in the Bible.  Yet in 
Jewish writings (Orach Hayim 2:6) “It is a custom not to walk under the heavens bareheaded.” 

In the days of the Second Temple, the Jews in Palestine adopted the custom of covering the head as a means of 
protecting the head from the burning Palestinian sun during prayers in the open air when sacrifices were offered 
on the altar. This custom was abandoned when the practice of outdoor worship ceased after the destruction of 
the Second Temple. In the Near East good manners required that one covers the head as a sign of respect. Thus 
to appear before one’s guests bareheaded would have been considered poor manners. 

Consequently, the Babylonian Jews adopted the custom of covering the head from their heathen neighbors after the 
4th century of our era, when Babylon was becoming the greatest Talmudic center in the world. In the course of time, 
this custom migrated to Spain and Jewish centers of other Muslim lands.  To wear a head covering was the ancient 
Roman sign for a servant.  Free men went bareheaded.  The Jews adopted this practice in a House of God and in 
prayer wherever God’s name was mentioned in blessings to emphasize that they were the servants of the Lord.

As late as the 13th century the Jews of France knew nothing of this custom. The same was true of the Jews in 
Germany of that period, where Jewish boys, called up in the synagogue to the reading of the Torah, appeared bare-
headed. It was not until after the deportation of the Jews from Spain in 1492, when the Spanish refugees spread 
the custom of head covering among the Jews in the various countries where these refugees had settled. 

In Western countries, to uncover one’s head has been a mark of respect. To emphasize Jewish distinctiveness, 
the Jews in the West came to look upon the yarmulke as the distinguishing mark of Jewish identity, as one of the 
things, which would set the Jew apart from his Christian neighbors. While in the Near East the Jews adopted the 
custom of covering the head in an effort to comply with the culture of their heathen neighbors, in the countries 
of the West they continued to practice the custom of head covering in order to separate themselves from their 
Christian neighbors. 

Today, especially when living and working in a non-Jewish environment and where the mark of respect in public 
buildings or Christian institutions consists of removing one’s head covering, this is considered as a justifiable 
action, but it is not always adhered too.  Nevertheless, the wearing of a head covering, at least in a Jewish house 
of worship or in any Holy area and wherever one says his prayers or recites a blessing is considered a requirement 
that should be strictly adhered to, for it has remained the distinctive Jewish way to show reverence for the Lord.


