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SATISFIED 
 
Introduction: The game of Monopoly has been a favorite pastime 
around the world for nearly a century. The object of the game is to 
make money by buying property and collecting rent from other 
players; the winner is decided by determining who finishes with the 
most money and property. The popularity of the game has even led to 
some unique uses: Monopoly has been flown aboard the space 
shuttle, been specially crafted out of precious jewels, and was even 
used to smuggle classified information in World War II! Exciting as 
the game may be, the unfortunate message that “more is better” and 
“greed is good” is exactly what we will be discussing for this week’s 
family devotion. 
 
Beat the Clock! 
 
Materials: Bible, a timer with a bell or buzzer, large bowl of large 
M&M’s or other candies, smaller bowl for each child (If candy is not 
appropriate use pennies or stickers or some small fun items.) 
 
Key Point: God gives, and God takes away. 
 
The goal of this family devotion activity is for family members to 
realize that it is not up to us to say what is fair. Everything we have 
comes from the Lord…and the Lord can take these things away from 
us. God wants us to thankful for what we have, but to also trust Him 
instead of trusting in possessions. We need to learn to be content. 

FAMILY DEVOTIONS 

#4 
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Place a large bowl of candy (or alternative) in the center of the living 
room.  Give each family member a smaller bowl and direct them to 
put the bowls on their beds or on a chair in another room. 

 
Instruct each participant that when you say “go” and start the timer, 
they are to pick up one piece of candy from the living room (don’t eat 
it!), run to their bowl and drop the candy into the bowl, then run back 
for another. This will continue until the timer runs out. Do not disclose 
how long the timer will be running! 

 
Explain that anyone touching their bowl while it is on the bed or chair 
at the moment the timer goes off can keep all the candy in their bowl. 
Anyone not touching the bowl when the timer goes off will have to 
give up all the candy and return it to the larger bowl in the living room. 
Children may seem to hover about their bowls or rush about to get 
the candy, but allow them to complete the activity in whatever 
method they choose.   

 
When the timer goes off, call out “freeze” to ensure that no one tries 
to rush to their bowls to save their candy.  Have those who were not 
at their bowls pour the gathered candy back into the larger bowl in 
the living room. Have any children who were already at their bowls 
bring them back to the living room… but don’t allow any of the candy 
to be eaten just yet. 
 
After the following discussion, allow the kids who were able to keep 
their candy to eat some of it, and then explain that because you love 
your children you will let those who had to give back their candy have 
a few pieces. 
 
Discussion questions and potential responses: 

1. What did you like or not like about this activity? 
2. Do you think this was a fair game? 
3. Is it easy or hard for you to be happy for someone who gets to 

keep the candy? Why or why not? 
4. Who gave you the candy? 
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5. Do you feel like it is not fair for me to take away the candy? 
 

Read aloud the story from Luke 12:13-21 
1. What happened in this story?  (The rich man had a large crop 

and wanted to keep it all.  He tore down his old barns and built 
new ones. Unfortunately, he died that night and all he had was 
useless to him.) 

2. What do you think Jesus wants us to learn from this story? 
(We ought not to be greedy; no things last forever; we shouldn’t 
put our faith in money or things we own.) 

3. What does this story have to do with our game with the candy? 
(While we were playing the game, each person was concerned 
about getting enough candy for him or herself.)   

 
In life, people are concerned about gathering material possessions 
instead of focusing on their relationship with God.  Just as God gave 
the rich man a big crop and took it away, God can give to us and take 
away from us.  It is not up to us to say what is fair.  Everything we 
have comes from the Lord…and the Lord can take these things away 
from us. God wants us to thankful for what we have, but to also trust 
Him instead of trusting in possessions. We need to learn to be 
content with what we have. 
 
Share and Pray: Where is there unfairness or injustice in your life? 
Pray together and for one another asking the Lord to bring peace and 
contentment. You may want to pray for help in overcoming feelings 
of unfairness/injustice by asking the Lord to intervene on your 
family’s behalf. 
 
Discussion with Teenagers: Talk about situations in your lives and in 
the world that seem unfair.  Why do some people have plenty of 
money, food, possessions or love when others have very little or 
none?  Do you ever feel greedy when you want more and more?  What 
do you think God wants you to do about this?   What do you think God 
wants you to learn from these situations?  How have your learned to 
be content at a time when you had less than others? 
 


