
Can you remember the last time someone special was coming to see 
you and how you felt?  

Luke 1:26-33
God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, to a virgin named Mary. She 
was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of King David. Gabriel 
appeared to her and said, Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you! You will become 
pregnant and have a son, and you are to name him Jesus. He will be very great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor 
David. And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!

How do expectant parents react to the news of a coming birth?  
Compare this to Mary and Joseph and how they might have felt.

Say as we light the candle we declare . . .  SOMEONE SPECIAL IS COMING!

Let’s Sing:   Mary Did You Know
Mary did you know that your baby boy
Will one day walk on water?
Mary did you know that your baby boy will save our sons and daughters?
Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new?
This child that you’ve delivered will soon deliver you?
Oh, Mary did you know?

Let’s Sing:  My Soul Magnifies The Lord
Good news of great joy
For every woman every man
This will be a sign to you
A baby born in Bethlehem

Come and worship do not be afraid

My soul my soul magnifies the Lord 
My soul magnifies the Lord
He has done great things for me

Isaiah 7:14 
Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive  
and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.  

Pray together as a family
Pray for someone who is coming to your home for Christmas; pray for the 
people who will be going to church on Christmas Eve and Christmas Sunday.

Week 1 Activities
1. Pull out the unused baby 
cradle and place in a visible spot 
in your home as a reminder of the 
birth of Jesus.

2. Take time to watch a sunrise 
and be reminded that Jesus is 
the light of the world.

3. Volunteer to work in the nurs-
ery caring for our babies remem-
bering that Jesus came to earth 
as an infant.

4. Take your family to a  farm 
and reflect on the conditions that 
Mary and Joseph found them-
selves in as they gave birth to the 
baby Jesus.

5. Design your own special birth-
day card or letter to Jesus telling 
Him what His arrival has meant 
to you, save it and read the letter 
or card on Christmas Eve.

LET'S CELEBRATE ADVENT!
 An Advent Handbook

Abundant Life Foursquare Church
5610 Kitsap Way Bremerton, WA

360.377.9733   www.alfc.us

Advent week One - PREPARATION



Scripture reading for the first week of Advent
Monday . . . Isaiah 7:10-16 
Not long after this, the LORD sent this message to King Ahaz: Ask me for a sign, Ahaz, to prove that I will crush your enemies as 
I have promised. Ask for anything you like, and make it as difficult as you want. But the king refused. “No,” he said, “I wouldn’t 
test the LORD like that.” Then Isaiah said, “Listen well, you royal family of David! You aren’t satisfied to exhaust my patience. You 
exhaust the patience of God as well! All right then, the Lord himself will choose the sign. Look! The virgin will conceive a child! 
She will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel — ‘God is with us.’ By the time this child is old enough to eat curds and 
honey, he will know enough to choose what is right and reject what is wrong. But before he knows right from wrong, the two kings 
you fear so much — the kings of Israel and Aram — will both be dead. 

Tuesday . . . Isaiah 9:1-7 
Nevertheless, that time of darkness and despair will not go on forever. The land of Zebulun and Naphtali will soon be humbled, 
but there will be a time in the future when Galilee of the Gentiles, which lies along the road that runs between the Jordan and the 
sea, will be filled with glory. The people who walk in darkness will see a great light — a light that will shine on all who live in the 
land where death casts its shadow. Israel will again be great, and its people will rejoice as people rejoice at harvest time. They will 
shout with joy like warriors dividing the plunder. For God will break the chains that bind his people and the whip that scourges 
them, just as he did when he destroyed the army of Midian with Gideon’s little band. In that day of peace, battle gear will no longer 
be issued. Never again will uniforms be bloodstained by war. All such equipment will be burned. For a child is born to us, a son is 
given to us. And the government will rest on his shoulders. These will be his royal titles: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His ever expanding, peaceful government will never end. He will rule forever with fairness 
and justice from the throne of his ancestor David. The passionate commitment of the LORD Almighty will guarantee this!

Wednesday . . . Micah 5:1-6 
Mobilize! Marshal your troops! The enemy is laying siege to Jerusalem. With a rod they will strike the leader of Israel in 
the face.  But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village in Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel will come from you, one 
whose origins are from the distant past. The people of Israel will be abandoned to their enemies until the time when the 
woman in labor gives birth to her son. Then at last his fellow countrymen will return from exile to their own land. And he 
will stand to lead his flock with the LORD’s strength, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. Then his people will 
live there undisturbed, for he will be highly honored all around the world. And he will be the source of our peace. When the 
Assyrians invade our land and break through our defenses, we will appoint seven rulers to watch over us, eight princes to 
lead us. They will rule Assyria with drawn swords and enter the gates of the land of Nimrod. They will rescue us from the 
Assyrians when they pour over the borders to invade our land.

Thursday . . . Jeremiah 23:1-8
 “I will send disaster upon the leaders of my people — the shepherds of my sheep — for they have destroyed and scattered the very 
ones they were expected to care for,” says the LORD. This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says to these shepherds: “Instead 
of leading my flock to safety, you have deserted them and driven them to destruction. Now I will pour out judgment on you for the 
evil you have done to them. But I will gather together the remnant of my flock from wherever I have driven them. I will bring them 
back into their own fold, and they will be fruitful and increase in number. Then I will appoint responsible shepherds to care for 
them, and they will never be afraid again. Not a single one of them will be lost or missing,” says the LORD. “For the time is 
coming,” says the LORD, “when I will place a righteous Branch on King David’s throne. He will be a King who rules with wis-
dom. He will do what is just and right throughout the land. And this is his name: ‘The LORD Is Our Righteousness.’ In that day 
Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety.  “In that day,” says the LORD, “when people are taking an oath, they will no 
longer say, ‘As surely as the LORD lives, who rescued the people of Israel from the land of Egypt.’ Instead, they will say, ‘As surely 
as the LORD lives, who brought the people of Israel back to their own land from the land of the north and from all the countries to 
which he had exiled them.’ Then they will live in their own land.”



Friday . . . Luke 1:5-25 
It all begins with a Jewish priest, Zechariah, who lived when Herod was king of 
Judea. Zechariah was a member of the priestly order of Abijah. His wife, Elizabeth, 
was also from the priestly line of Aaron. Zechariah and Elizabeth were righteous in 
God’s eyes, careful to obey all of the Lord’s commandments and regulations. They 
had no children because Elizabeth was barren, and now they were both very old. 

One day Zechariah was serving God in the Temple, for his order was on duty that 
week. As was the custom of the priests, he was chosen by lot to enter the sanctu-
ary and burn incense in the Lord’s presence. While the incense was being burned, 
a great crowd stood outside, praying. 

Zechariah was in the sanctuary when an angel of the Lord appeared, standing to 
the right of the incense altar. Zechariah was overwhelmed with fear. But the angel 
said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! For God has heard your prayer, and your wife, 
Elizabeth, will bear you a son! And you are to name him John. You will have great 
joy and gladness, and many will rejoice with you at his birth, for he will be great in 
the eyes of the Lord. He must never touch wine or hard liquor, and he will be filled 
with the Holy Spirit, even before his birth.  And he will persuade many Israelites 
to turn to the Lord their God. He will be a man with the spirit and power of Elijah, 
the prophet of old. He will precede the coming of the Lord, preparing the people 
for his arrival. He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and he will 
change disobedient minds to accept godly wisdom.”   

Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I know this will happen? I’m an old man 
now, and my wife is also well along in years.” Then the angel said, “I am Gabriel! I 
stand in the very presence of God. It was he who sent me to bring you this good 
news! And now, since you didn’t believe what I said, you won’t be able to speak 
until the child is born. For my words will certainly come true at the proper time.” 

Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah to come out, wondering why he 
was taking so long. When he finally did come out, he couldn’t speak to them. Then 
they realized from his gestures that he must have seen a vision in the Temple 
sanctuary. He stayed at the Temple until his term of service was over, and then 
he returned home. Soon afterward his wife, Elizabeth, became pregnant and went 
into seclusion for five months. “How kind the Lord is!” she exclaimed. “He has 
taken away my disgrace of having no children!”

Saturday . . . Luke 1:26-38 
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, 
a village in Galilee, to a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man 
named Joseph, a descendant of King David.  Gabriel appeared to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you!” 

Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. “Don’t be 
frightened, Mary,” the angel told her, “for God has decided to bless you! You will 
become pregnant and have a son, and you are to name him Jesus.  He will be very 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give him 
the throne of his ancestor David.  And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom 
will never end!” 

Mary asked the angel, “But how can I have a baby? I am a virgin.” The angel replied, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you. So the baby born to you will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God. What’s 
more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age! People used to say 
she was barren, but she’s already in her sixth month. For nothing is impossible with 
God.” Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant, and I am willing to accept whatever he 
wants. May everything you have said come true.” And then the angel departed from her.



What kind of physical preparations do you make when you know someone 
special is coming to your home?

Luke 1:29-31; 34-36
She was thoroughly shaken, wondering what was behind a greeting like that. But the 
angel assured her, Mary, you have nothing to fear. God has a surprise for you: You will 
become pregnant and give birth to a son and call his name Jesus.   Mary said to the 
angel, But how? I’ve never slept with a man. The angel answered, the Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, the power of the Highest hover over you; Therefore, the child you bring 
to birth will be called Holy, Son of God. And did you know that your cousin Elizabeth 
conceived a son, old as she is? Everyone called her barren, and here she is six months’ 
pregnant! Nothing, you see, is impossible with God. 

Say as we light each candle we declare . . .
Candle one: LET’S GET READY!
Candle two: SOMEONE SPECIAL IS COMING!

Let’s Sing:   O Come All Ye Faithful
Oh come all ye faithful joyful and triumphant
Oh come ye oh come ye to Bethlehem
Come and behold Him born the King of angels
Oh come let us adore Him
Oh come let us adore Him
O come let us adore Him
Christ the Lord

Let’s Sing:  Joy To The World
Joy to the world the Lord has come
Let earth receive her King
Let every heart prepare Him room
And Heaven and nature sing
And Heaven and nature sing
And Heaven and Heaven and nature sing
Read together the scriptures:

Pray together as a family
Pray aloud and tell the Lord the preparations you are making for His
Christmas arrival.  

Luke 1:13-17
But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! For God has heard your prayer, and 
your wife, Elizabeth, will bear you a son! And you are to name him John…for he will be 
great in the eyes of the Lord…And he will persuade many Israelites to turn to the Lord 
their God…He will precede the coming of the Lord, preparing the people for his arrival. 

Luke 1:26-33
God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, to a virgin named Mary. 
She was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of King David. 
Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you!”   
You will become pregnant and have a son, and you are to name him Jesus. He will be 
very great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give him 
the throne of his ancestor David. And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will 
never end!” 

Week 2 Activities
1. Attend special Holiday events: 
the Christmas season is filled with 
inspiring events. Take time to see a 
community production or a church 
nativity play even if you don’t have 
a child participating.  Or set aside a 
special evening to enjoy a cantata 
or Christmas concert.  Take a break 
from busyness and attend a holiday 
event to help prepare your heart and 
mind for the meaning of Christmas.

2. Hold a Christmas open house: so 
many people to see but not enough 
time? Hosting an open house is a 
great way to entertain a large group 
in just one afternoon or evening.  
Invite family, friends and neighbors.  
While preparing for the event keep 
in mind that Christian hospitality 
is an important ministry, better yet 
invite a friend or two who have not 
yet received the Lord.

3. Celebrate with music: allow the 
non-musical people in your life to 
feel comfortable with your Christ-
mas music choices. Collect or bor-
row instruments that everyone can 
play: kazoos, tambourines, record-
ers, spoons, bells and hand drums.  
Be creative! No matter what accom-
paniment you provide for Christmas 
songs you will be pleased to dis-
cover how much music can enhance 
everyone’s holiday celebration.

4. Find Freedom in Forgiveness: the 
Christmas season usually includes 
gatherings of friends and families.  
These are supposed to be joyous 
occasions.  Unfortunately feelings 
of bitterness and hurt can get in 
the way of truly delighting in one an-
other.  Don’t let an unforgiving heart 
rob you of this joy.  Take time to find 
forgiveness for those who have hurt 
you.  Ask the forgiving Lord to work 
forgiveness in your heart.

Second week of Advent . . . ANTICIPATION 



Scripture reading for the second week of Advent
Monday . . . Luke 1:39-56 
A few days later Mary hurried to the hill country of Judea, to the town where Zechariah lived. She entered the house and greeted 
Elizabeth. At the sound of Mary’s greeting, Elizabeth’s child leaped within her, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. Elizabeth 
gave a glad cry and exclaimed to Mary, “You are blessed by God above all other women, and your child is blessed. What an honor 
this is, that the mother of my Lord should visit me! When you came in and greeted me, my baby jumped for joy the instant I heard your 
voice! You are blessed, because you believed that the Lord would do what he said.” 

Mary responded, “Oh, how I praise the Lord. How I rejoice in God my Savior!  For he took notice of his lowly servant girl, and now 
generation after generation will call me blessed.  For he, the Mighty One, is holy, and he has done great things for me. His mercy 
goes on from generation to generation, to all who fear him. His mighty arm does tremendous things! How he scatters the proud and 
haughty ones! He has taken princes from their thrones and exalted the lowly. He has satisfied the hungry with good things and sent the 
rich away with empty hands. And how he has helped his servant Israel! He has not forgotten his promise to be merciful. For he prom-
ised our ancestors — Abraham and his children — to be merciful to them forever.” Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and 
then went back to her own home.

Tuesday . . .  Luke 1:57-66 
Now it was time for Elizabeth’s baby to be born, and it was a boy. The word spread quickly to her neighbors and relatives that the 
Lord had been very kind to her, and everyone rejoiced with her. When the baby was eight days old, all the relatives and friends came 
for the circumcision ceremony. They wanted to name him Zechariah, after his father. But Elizabeth said, “No! His name is John!” 

“What?” they exclaimed. “There is no one in all your family by that name.” So they asked the baby’s father, communicating to him 
by making gestures. He motioned for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s surprise he wrote, “His name is John!” Instantly Zechariah 
could speak again, and he began praising God. Wonder fell upon the whole neighborhood, and the news of what had happened spread 
throughout the Judean hills. Everyone who heard about it reflected on these events and asked, “I wonder what this child will turn out 
to be? For the hand of the Lord is surely upon him in a special way.”

Wednesday . . . Matthew 1:18-25  
Now this is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. But while she was still a virgin, 
she became pregnant by the Holy Spirit. Joseph, her fiancé, being a just man, decided to break the engagement quietly, so as not to 
disgrace her publicly. 

As he considered this, he fell asleep, and an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, 
“do not be afraid to go ahead with your marriage to Mary. For the child within her has been conceived by the Holy Spirit. And she 
will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All of this happened to fulfill the Lord’s 
message through his prophet:  

“Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and he will be called Immanuel (meaning, God is with us).”  
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord commanded. He brought Mary home to be his wife, but she remained a virgin 
until her son was born. And Joseph named him Jesus. 

Thursday . . . Luke 2:15-24  
So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethle-
hem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they came with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them con-
cerning this Child. And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these 
things and pondered them in her heart. Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard 
and seen, as it was told them. And when eight days were completed for the circumcision of the Child, His name was called JESUS, the 
name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb. Now when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses 
were completed they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every male who 
opens the womb shall be called holy to the LORD”), and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the law of the Lord, “A pair 
of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”   



Friday . . . Matthew 2:1-12 
Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time some wise men from eastern lands 
arrived in Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We have seen his star as it arose, and we have come to worship 
him.” Herod was deeply disturbed by their question, as was all of Jerusalem. He called a meeting of the leading priests and teach-
ers of religious law. “Where did the prophets say the Messiah would be born?” he asked them. “In Bethlehem,” they said, “for this is 
what the prophet wrote: ‘O Bethlehem of Judah, you are not just a lowly village in Judah, for a ruler will come from you  who will be 
the shepherd for my people Israel.’   “  

Then Herod sent a private message to the wise men, asking them to come see him. At this meeting he learned the exact time when they 
first saw the star. Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child. And when you find him, come back and tell 
me so that I can go and worship him, too!”  After this interview the wise men went their way. Once again the star appeared to them, 
guiding them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were 
filled with joy! They entered the house where the child and his mother, Mary, were, and they fell down before him and worshiped him. 
Then they opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. But when it was time to leave, they went 
home another way, because God had warned them in a dream not to return to Herod.

Saturday . . . Luke 2:41-52 
His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And when He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem 
according to the custom of the feast. When they had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered behind in Jerusalem. 
And Joseph and His mother did not know it; but supposing Him to have been in the company, they went a day’s journey, and sought 
Him among their relatives and acquaintances. So when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. Now so it was 
that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them ques-
tions. And all who heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers. So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His 
mother said to Him, “Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously.” And He said to them, 
“Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?”  But they did not understand the statement 
which He spoke to them. Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them, but His mother kept all these 
things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. 



Third week of Advent . . . EXPECTATION    
What are the expectations you have regarding the coming the Lord?
Matthew 1:18-21 
Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to 
Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then 
Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, 
was minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, Joseph, son of David, do not 
be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy 
Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will 
save His people from their sins.

Say as we light each candle we declare . . .
Candle one: LET’S GET READY!
Candle two: SOMEONE SPECIAL IS COMING!
Candle three: JESUS WILL BE HERE SOON

Let’s Sing:  O Come O Come Emmanuel 
O Come O Come Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel that mourns in 
lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
O Come O Come thou rod of Jesse free Thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
from depths of hell for people save and give them victory o’er the grave.

O Come thou Dayspring come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here 
and drive away the shades of night and pierce the clouds and bring us light!

Chorus: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee O Israel!

Jeremiah 29:11-14 
For I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD. “They are plans for good and not 
for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. In those days when you pray, I will listen. If 
you look for me in earnest, you will find me when you seek me. I will be found by you,” 
says the LORD. “I will end your captivity and restore your fortunes. I will gather you out 
of the nations where I sent you and bring you home again to your own land.” 

Pray together as a family

Scripture reading for the third week of Advent
Monday . . . Matthew 3:1-10 
In those days John the Baptist began preaching in the Judean wilderness. His message 
was, “Turn from your sins and turn to God, because the Kingdom of Heaven is near.”  
Isaiah had spoken of John when he said, “He is a voice shouting in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare a pathway for the Lord’s coming! Make a straight road for him!’ “   

John’s clothes were woven from camel hair, and he wore a leather belt; his food was 
locusts and wild honey. People from Jerusalem and from every section of Judea and from 
all over the Jordan Valley went out to the wilderness to hear him preach. And when they 
confessed their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River. 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to be baptized, he denounced 
them. “You brood of snakes!” he exclaimed. “Who warned you to flee God’s coming 
judgment? Prove by the way you live that you have really turned from your sins and 
turned to God. Don’t just say, ‘We’re safe — we’re the descendants of Abraham.’ That 
proves nothing. God can change these stones here into children of Abraham. Even now 
the ax of God’s judgment is poised, ready to sever your roots. Yes, every

 
tree that does 

not produce good fruit will be chopped down and thrown into the fire. 

Week 3 Activities
1. Make it a point to only listen     
and sing Christmas songs while 
in the car.

2. Make a jingle bell front door 
decoration so that when the door 
opens you are reminded of the 
coming of the Lord.

3. Go to the mall or someplace 
where you can watch people.  Get 
something to eat and watch people 
remembering how Joseph and 
Mary had to take a long tiresome 
trip during her time of expectancy. 
Remember how busy we can get and 
how distracting this time of year can 
be and then discuss how you can 
make this Christmas more about Je-
sus, family and enjoying the season.

4. Celebrate the memories of past 
Christmas gatherings.  Take out the 
pictures or videos of family gather-
ing from years past.  Enjoy laughing 
at the outdated clothes, hair styles 
and share the stories of family.  Talk 
about past friends and experiences.  
It is an important bonding time to 
share the story of family, old neigh-
borhoods and homes.  Thank the 
Lord for the good and the bad times 
and for His strength for today.

5. Hide Christmas scriptures and 
encouraging notes for your spouse 
and children.  Put them under their 
pillows, in the lunch boxes, brief-
cases, on the mirror, in their dresser 
drawers.  Use them as a means to 
create excitement and expectation 
for Christmas and to share the joy of 
this Christmas season.



Tuesday . . . Matthew 3:11-17 
“I baptize with water those who turn from their sins and turn to God. But someone is coming soon who is far greater than I am — so 
much greater that I am not even worthy to be his slave. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  He is ready to separate 
the chaff from the grain with his winnowing fork. Then he will clean up the threshing area, storing the grain in his barn but burning 
the chaff with never-ending fire.” Then Jesus went from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized by John. But John didn’t want to 
baptize him. “I am the one who needs to be baptized by you,” he said, “so why are you coming to me?” But Jesus said, “It must be 
done, because we must do everything that is right.” So then John baptized him. 

After his baptism, as Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens were opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
settling on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, and I am fully pleased with him.” 

Wednesday . . . Isaiah 61:1-3 
The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is upon me, because the LORD has appointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me 
to comfort the brokenhearted and to announce that captives will be released and prisoners will be freed.  He has sent me to tell those 
who mourn that the time of the LORD’s favor has come, and with it, the day of God’s anger against their enemies. To all who mourn 
in Israel, he will give beauty for ashes, joy instead of mourning, praise instead of despair. For the LORD has planted them like strong 
and graceful oaks for his own glory. 

Thursday . . . Matthew 5:13-16 
“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out 
and trampled underfoot by men. “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do they light a lamp 
and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.  

Friday . . . Luke 12:35-40 
“Be dressed for service and well prepared, as though you were waiting for your master to return from the wedding feast. Then you will 
be ready to open the door and let him in the moment he arrives and knocks. There will be special favor for those who are ready and 
waiting for his return. I tell you, he himself will seat them, put on an apron, and serve them as they sit and eat! He may come in the 
middle of the night or just before dawn. But whenever he comes, there will be special favor for his servants who are ready!  “Know 
this: A homeowner who knew exactly when a burglar was coming would not permit the house to be broken into. You must be ready all 
the time, for the Son of Man will come when least expected.”  

Saturday . . . Hebrews 1:1-6 
Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the prophets. But now in these final days, he has spoken 
to us through his Son. God promised everything to the Son as an inheritance, and through the Son he made the universe and every-
thing in it. The Son reflects God’s own glory, and everything about him represents God exactly. He sustains the universe by the mighty 
power of his command. After he died to cleanse us from the stain of sin, he sat down in the place of honor at the right hand of the 
majestic God of heaven.This shows that God’s Son is far greater than the angels, just as the name God gave him is far greater than 
their names. For God never said to any angel what he said to Jesus:  “You are my Son. Today I have become your Father.” And again 
God said, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son.”  And then, when he presented his honored Son to the world, God said, “Let all 
the angels of God worship him.”



Fourth week of Advent . . .  INCARNATION
What are the differences between knowing about someone through what 
we read in newspapers, see on television or hear from others and know-
ing someone personally by being a friend, sharing your heart or doing 
things together?

Matthew 1:22-25 
So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet, saying: Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they 
shall call His name Immanuel, which is translated, God with us.  Then Joseph, being 
aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his 
wife, and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called 
His name JESUS. 

Say as we light each candle we declare . . .
Candle one: LET’S GET READY!
Candle two: SOMEONE SPECIAL IS COMING!
Candle three: JESUS WILL BE HERE SOON
Candle four: JESUS HAS COME

Let’s Sing:   Hark The Herald Angels Sing
Hark the Herald Angels sing, Glory to the new born King
Peace on earth and mercy mild. God and sinners reconciled
Joyful all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies

With Angelic Hosts proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem

Hark the Herald Angels sing, Glory to the new born King!

Let’s Sing:  The King Is Coming
The King is coming the King is coming. I just heard the trumpet sounding 
And now His face I see. The King is coming The King is coming 
Praise God He’s coming for me!

Week 4 Activities
1. Show Christ to those who can’t 
be with you through Christmas 
pictures, cards or special notes.  

2. Set aside a special time of prayer 
for those to whom you hope will 
come to know the Lord as Savior.

3. Be a messenger for the coming 
of Jesus by giving away a contem-
porary Bible, cd of praise and wor-
ship music, a beautifully illustrated 
Christmas storybook for children. 
Bake something special to share 
with others, like your favorite cook-
ies or Grandma’s Christmas treat.

4. Commit yourself to “volunteerism” 
in your church with the children 
or youth ministries, or at the local 
hospital, convalescent home, shelter, 
soup kitchen or jail.  When serving 
others you are serving Jesus and 
this could be the most powerful gift 
you can give.

Scripture reading for the fourth week of Advent

Monday . . . Philippians 2:12-18  
Dearest friends, you were always so careful to follow my instructions when I was with 
you. And now that I am away you must be even more careful to put into action God’s 
saving work in your lives, obeying God with deep reverence and fear. For God is work-
ing in you, giving you the desire to obey him and the power to do what pleases him. 
In everything you do, stay away from complaining and arguing, so that no one can speak 
a word of blame against you. You are to live clean, innocent lives as children of God in a 
dark world full of crooked and perverse people. Let your lives shine brightly before them. 
Hold tightly to the word of life, so that when Christ returns, I will be proud that I did not 
lose the race and that my work was not useless. But even if my life is to be poured out 
like a drink offering to complete the sacrifice of your faithful service (that is, if I am to 
die for you), I will rejoice, and I want to share my joy with all of you. And you should be 
happy about this and rejoice with me.



Tuesday . . . Psalm 40:1-17 
I waited patiently for the LORD to help me, and he turned to me and heard my cry. He lifted me out of the pit of despair, out of the mud 
and the mire. He set my feet on solid ground and steadied me as I walked along. He has given me a new song to sing, a hymn of praise 
to our God. Many will see what he has done and be astounded. They will put their trust in the LORD. 

Oh, the joys of those who trust the LORD, who have no confidence in the proud, or in those who worship idols. O LORD my God, you 
have done many miracles for us. Your plans for us are too numerous to list. If I tried to recite all your wonderful deeds, I would never 
come to the end of them. 

You take no delight in sacrifices or offerings. Now that you have made me listen, I finally understand — you don’t require burnt 
offerings or sin offerings. Then I said, “Look, I have come. And this has been written about me in your scroll: I take joy in doing 
your will, my God, for your law is written on my heart.” 

I have told all your people about your justice. I have not been afraid to speak out, as you, O LORD, well know. I have not kept this 
good news hidden in my heart; I have talked about your faithfulness and saving power. I have told everyone in the great assembly of 
your unfailing love and faithfulness. 

LORD, don’t hold back your tender mercies from me. My only hope is in your unfailing love and faithfulness. For troubles surround 
me — too many to count! They pile up so high I can’t see my way out. They are more numerous than the hairs on my head. I have lost 
all my courage. Please, LORD, rescue me! Come quickly, LORD, and help me. May those who try to destroy me be humiliated and put 
to shame. May those who take delight in my trouble be turned back in disgrace. Let them be horrified by their shame, for they said, 
“Aha! We’ve got him now!”  But may all who search for you be filled with joy and gladness. May those who love your salvation 
repeatedly shout, “The LORD is great!”  As for me, I am poor and needy, but the Lord is thinking about me right now. You are my 
helper and my savior. Do not delay, O my God. 

Wednesday . . . Colossians 1:9-18 
So we have continued praying for you ever since we first heard about you. We ask God to give you a complete understanding of what 
he wants to do in your lives, and we ask him to make you wise with spiritual wisdom. Then the way you live will always honor and 
please the Lord, and you will continually do good, kind things for others. All the while, you will learn to know God better and better. 

We also pray that you will be strengthened with his glorious power so that you will have all the patience and endurance you need. May 
you be filled with joy, always thanking the Father, who has enabled you to share the inheritance that belongs to God’s holy people, 
who live in the light.  For he has rescued us from the one who rules in the kingdom of darkness, and he has brought us into the King-
dom of his dear Son. God has purchased our freedom with his blood and has forgiven all our sins.

Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before God made anything at all and is supreme over all creation. Christ 
is the one through whom God created everything in heaven and earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see — 
kings, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities. Everything has been created through him and for him.  He existed before everything else 
began, and he holds all creation together. Christ is the head of the church, which is his body. He is the first of all who will rise from the 
dead, so he is first in everything. 

Thursday . . . Hebrews 2:1-9  
So we must listen very carefully to the truth we have heard, or we may drift away from it. The message God delivered through angels 
has always proved true, and the people were punished for every violation of the law and every act of disobedience. What makes us 
think that we can escape if we are indifferent to this great salvation that was announced by the Lord Jesus himself? It was passed on to 
us by those who heard him speak, and God verified the message by signs and wonders and various miracles and by giving gifts of the 
Holy Spirit whenever he chose to do so. And furthermore, the future world we are talking about will not be controlled by angels. For 
somewhere in the Scriptures it says,
“What is man that you should think of him, and the son of man that you should care for him?  For a little while you made him lower 
than the angels, and you crowned him with glory and honor. You gave him authority over all things.” 

Now when it says “all things,” it means nothing is left out. But we have not yet seen all of this happen. What we do see is Jesus, who 
“for a little while was made lower than the angels” and now is “crowned with glory and honor” because he suffered death for us. Yes, 
by God’s grace, Jesus tasted death for everyone in all the world. 



Friday . . . John 9:1-12 
As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. “Teacher,” his disciples asked him, “why was this man 
born blind? Was it a result of his own sins or those of his parents?” 

“It was not because of his sins or his parents’ sins,” Jesus answered. “He was born blind so the power of God could be seen in him.  
All of us must quickly carry out the tasks assigned us by the one who sent me, because there is little time left before the night falls and 
all work comes to an end.  But while I am still here in the world, I am the light of the world.”  

Then he spit on the ground, made mud with the saliva, and smoothed the mud over the blind man’s eyes. He told him, “Go and wash in 
the pool of Siloam” (Siloam means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came back seeing! 

His neighbors and others who knew him as a blind beggar asked each other, “Is this the same man — that beggar?” Some said he 
was, and others said, “No, but he surely looks like him!”  And the beggar kept saying, “I am the same man!”  They asked, “Who 
healed you? What happened?” 

He told them, “The man they call Jesus made mud and smoothed it over my eyes and told me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash off 
the mud.’ I went and washed, and now I can see!”  “Where is he now?” they asked. “I don’t know,” he replied. 

Saturday . . . John 10:7-21 
…So he explained it to them. “I assure you, I am the gate for the sheep,” he said. “All others who came before me were thieves and 
robbers. But the true sheep did not listen to them. Yes, I am the gate. Those who come in through me will be saved. Wherever they go, 
they will find green pastures.  The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give life in all its fullness.  

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. A hired hand will run when he sees a wolf coming. He 
will leave the sheep because they aren’t his and he isn’t their shepherd. And so the wolf attacks them and scatters the flock.  The hired 
hand runs away because he is merely hired and has no real concern for the sheep.  

“I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know me, just as my Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down 
my life for the sheep.  I have other sheep, too, that are not in this sheepfold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice; 
and there will be one flock with one shepherd.  

“The Father loves me because I lay down my life that I may have it back again.  No one can take my life from me. I lay down my 
life voluntarily. For I have the right to lay it down when I want to and also the power to take it again. For my Father has given me 
this command.”  

When he said these things, the people were again divided in their opinions about him. Some of them said, “He has a demon, or he’s 
crazy. Why listen to a man like that?” Others said, “This doesn’t sound like a man possessed by a demon! Can a demon open the eyes 
of the blind?”

Christmas Eve Services

Join us for

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Friday, December 24
5:00 pm and 7:00 pm

Worship Service
Sunday, December 26
9:00 am and 11:00 am



Fifth week of Advent . . . CHRISTMAS EVE
Say as we light each candle we declare . . . then light the Christmas Candle
Candle one: LET’S GET READY
Candle two: SOMEONE SPECIAL IS COMING
Candle three: JESUS WILL BE HERE SOON
Candle four: JESUS HAS COME
Candle five: JESUS IS OUR LIGHT

Read the Christmas Story . . . Luke 2:1-20
And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.This census first 
took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city.  Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 
to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her 
to be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there 
was no room for them in the inn. 

Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them,”Do 
not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a 
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”   

So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the Babe lying in a manger. Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this 
Child. And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds.  But Mary kept all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as 
it was told them. 

Come Let Us Adore Him  . . . John 1:1-16
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him 
might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light which gives light to every man 
coming into the world.   

He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and His own did not 
receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who 
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said,’He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He 
was before me.’” And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. For the law was given through Moses, but grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has 
declared Him.  


